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         Third Sunday of Lent               March 3, 2024 
               Praise the Mount 

 

 

WELCOME   Leigh Wisner 

 

THE LIFE & WORK OF THE CONGREGATION and THE RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP   

 

MUSICAL MEDITATION Ave Maria Franz Biebl 

  Evan Copeland, Baritone; Aiden Davis, Tenor 

  Quartet: Sara Martinez-Ortiz, Jasmin Tifft, Annabelle Trivette, Aiden Davis  
 

  We  Gather   Around  The  Word, 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                      Inspired by Psalm 19      A Sanctified Art LLC 

          Kaylee Hilston  

One: If you ask the sky who God is, 

All:  the sky will tell you of God’s reach. 

One:  If you ask the day who God is,  

All:  the sun will tell you of God’s warmth. 

One:  If you ask the night who God is, 

All: the moon will tell you of God’s comfort. 

One:  “The heavens are telling the glory of God” (Psalm 19:1). Are you listening?  

All:  We are listening! We will sing of God’s glory. 

One: Let us worship Holy God. 



 

 

*HYMN #325 By All Your Saints Still Striving (vv.1,4,5) Nelson and Williams 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION    
  
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)       

Holy God, some days, we are quick to declare your goodness. Like Peter, we 

see you in our midst and we are confident in our faith. Other days, we are 

distracted and uncertain, desperate for answers. Forgive us for losing sight 

of you. Some days we are quick to trust your blessings— trusting that we 

are called, that we can make a difference. Other days, our praise falls silent 

and doubt creeps in. Forgive us for losing sight of ourselves. We know that 

fear and doubt are part of the journey of faith.  But for the days when we 

are far from you and far from ourselves, we ask for your tender grace. Pull 

us closer toward you. Remind us of the mountaintop moments of our faith. 

Amen. 

 

*TIME OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL CONFESSION 

 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS    

 

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

Leader:  Since God has opened his heart to us in Jesus Christ,  

 in Jesus Christ let us open our hearts to each other.   

 May the peace of God be with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 
 

Please greet other worshippers with the peace of God, 

 introduce yourself and offer personal greetings. 
 

*HYMN #475 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (v. 3) Robert Robinson 
 

to Hear God’s Word, 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION (unison)             Emily Lovell 
 

Holy Word, for generations people have bowed their heads, have prayed 

the Psalms, have asked for your presence in their lives. For generations 

people have whispered, “May the words of my mouth and the meditations 

of my heart be acceptable and pleasing to you, O God.” For generations we 

have gathered here, we have quieted our minds, we have prayed to feel 

your presence in our midst. So once again, just as the generations before, 

we turn our hearts to your Word. Still our busy minds so that we might 

truly comprehend what you have to say to us today. With joy and hope we 

pray, amen. 
 

PSALM LESSON  Psalm 19 
 

ANTHEM The Music of Living Dan Forrest 

  Davie High Vocal Ensemble accompanied by Dr. Julianna Hayward 

 

Giver of life, Creator of all that is lovely, 

Teach me to sing the words to Your song. 

 

I want to feel the music of living. 

And not fear the sad songs, 

But from them make new songs 

Composed of both laughter and tears. 

Giver of life, Creator of all that is lovely, 

Teach me to dance to the sounds of your world. 

 

I want to move in rhythm with Your plan. 

Help me to follow your leading 

To risk even falling, to rise and keep trying 

For You are leading the dance. 
 

TIME FOR CHILDREN    Kaylee Hilston 

Jesus Loves Me 



 

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON   Matthew 16: 13-20 

 

SERMON  Leigh Wisner  
  to Respond to the Word, 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)  from A Sanctified Art 

One: Jesus asked the disciples, “But what about you? Who do you say that I am?” 

Church, what do you say? 

 

All:  Jesus is a hand reaching out in the storm, the voice of truth spoken 

over us, and love without walls. Jesus is justice for the weary, 

healing for the hurt, and welcome for the stranger.  

Jesus is teacher, Messiah, and friend— with me on the mountain  

and beside me in the valley. Jesus is a star in the night, and the love 

that knows my name. 

 

One:  Jesus asked, “who do you say that I am?” 

 

All:  Like Peter, we say, “Jesus, you are the Messiah, son of the Living 

God.”. 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 

 

OFFERTORY Kyrie Cathy Moklebust 

  Sanctuary Bells 

   

*DOXOLOGY #606          Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow   Thomas Ken 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   

 Leader:   The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Leader:   Lift up your hearts.  

People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
Ushers will invite you to the table by rows where an elder will give you bread. 

Please eat your bread and move to the second elder who will give you an individual cup.  Drink 

the cup and return to your seat using the outside aisles. 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC Salvation is Created   Pavel Chesnokov 

  Sanctuary Bells 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION and THE LORD’S PRAYER (…debts/debtors…)  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

A mountain peak represents a moment of clarity and affirmation along 

Peter’s wandering journey, when Jesus affirms Peter’s proclamation 

by saying Peter is the rock upon which he will build his church.  



 

 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

and to be Sent with the Word. 
  

*HYMN Here at the Peak Anna Strickland 
 
 

Here at the peak I clearly see 
All of the pieces you’ve laid out 

And in this brief though timeless peace 
Such clarity occludes my doubts 

 
Here I proclaim the truths I know 

Beyond the knowledge of this world 
Truths planted deep within my bones 
Brought to the light as gold unearthed 

 
Here my Creator stands enfleshed 

Infinite glory here contained 
Humble and rugged, simply dressed 

Savior of all on earth to reign 
 

Here at the peak you clearly name 
Who you created me to be 

Identified not by my shame 
But by the gifts you gave to me 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*THE CHIMES   
Three chimes, for the Trinity:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

signal the end of our worship and call us forth into a new week of service. 

 

POSTLUDE  Fanfare and Trumpet Tune on “Nettleton” David Lasky 

 
 

*Please stand as you are able.       

 

The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the Glory of God by Dave Westlake in 

celebration of his retirement on March 1st!               
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