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         Fifth Sunday of Lent               March 17, 2024 
              “Teach Me” 

 

WELCOME   Leigh Wisner 

 

THE LIFE & WORK OF THE CONGREGATION and THE RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP   

 

PRELUDE Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Brad Nix  
 

  We  Gather   Around  The  Word, 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                      A Sanctified Art LLC 

          Kaylee Hilston  

One: Why are you here? 

 

All:  I am seeking God with my whole heart, with my entire mind, with a fire burning 

in my bones. 

 

One:  I see it! You’re in the right place! This is God’s house. The door is open to you. 

 

All:  Why are you here? 

 

One:  I am seeking God with my whole heart, with my entire mind, with a fire burning in my 

bones. 

 

All: We see that in you! You’re in the right place. This is God’s house. The door is open 

to you. Let us worship God. 
*HYMN #722 Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak Frances Havergal 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION      



 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)       

Holy God, we long to be lifelong learners. We long to approach you with curiosity and 

an open mind. Instead, we often live as if we know best. We forget that the disciples 

called you “Rabbi, Teacher.” Forgive us for the times when we fail to be curious, when 

we assume we know best, when we imagine  that our learning is done and that we have 

all the answers. Spark a desire in us to learn, and may our curiosity carry our faith into 

deeper waters. With hope and humility, we pray, amen. 

 

to Respond to the Word, 

 

*TIME OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL CONFESSION 

 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS    

 

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

Leader:  Since God has opened his heart to us in Jesus Christ,  

 in Jesus Christ let us open our hearts to each other.   

 May the peace of God be with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 
 

Please greet other worshippers with the peace of God, 

 introduce yourself and offer personal greetings. 
 

*HYMN #448 Peace of God Be with You Richard Colligan 

 

to Hear God’s Word, 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION (unison)                
 

Teaching God, we want to learn your ways. We want to learn the ways of forgiveness, 

the ways of grace, and your ways of love. So, as we prepare to listen to your good Word, 

calm the noise in our minds. Center our spirits to focus on you so that we might learn 

and hear what we have missed in this story before. God, we want to learn your ways. 

Meet us here. Speak your truth. Help us listen. Amen. 

 

PSALM LESSON  Psalm 119: 9-16 
 

ANTHEM If Ye Love Me Philip Wilby   

  If ye love me, keep my commandments,  

And I will pray the Father, 

And He shall give you another Comforter 

That He may abide with you forever; 

 

E’en the Spirit, the Spirit of Truth. 

 

And ye know Him, 

For He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 

I will not leave you comfortless. 

I will come to you. 

 

TIME FOR CHILDREN     Kaylee Hilston 

Jesus Loves Me 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON   Matthew 18: 15-22 

 

SERMON  Leigh Wisner  
 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH         A Sanctified Art 

One:  We believe that questions are a building block of faith. 

 

All:  “How many times should I forgive?” “Jesus, where are you going?” “What must I 

do to inherit eternal life?” 

 

One:  We believe that humble curiosity can open our eyes. 

 

All: “Where does it hurt?” “What do you need?” “How can I help?” 

 



 

 

One:  We believe that God is a teacher. 

 

All:  “Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.” “Here I am.” “Send me.” 

 

One:  We believe that faith invites our whole being to engage, 

 

All:  with all our heart, with all our mind, with all our strength. 

 

One:  We believe. Help our unbelief. 

 

All:    In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.  

 

OFFERING OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 

 

OFFERTORY Pastorale on “God Cares”  John S. Dixon 

   

*DOXOLOGY #606          Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow   Thomas Ken 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION, BIDDING PRAYER, AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

ORDINATION BLESSING FOR REV. PATRICIA GREENE 

 

INTRODUCTION AND SCRIPTURE READING Rev. Jodi Lingan 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL QUSTIONS  Tony De La Rosa, Executive Presbyter 

                              Rev. Jodi Lingan, Designated Presbyter for Transformational Ministry 

 

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER  Rev. Kaylee Godfrey Hilston 

   Rev. Leigh Wisner 

 

and to be Sent with the Word. 
 
*HYMN #761 Called as Partners in Christ’s Service Jane Huber 

 
       

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Rev. Patricia Greene 
 

*THE CHIMES   
Three chimes, for the Trinity:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

signal the end of our worship and call us forth into a new week of service. 

 

POSTLUDE  Festive Postlude in D John S. Dixon 

 
 

*Please stand as you are able.       

 

The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the Glory of God by Willie Garvin in honor of Bob and Beth 

Maclin and by Deb Colbert in loving memory of her husband, John D. Colbert. 

 

Open book: Peter’s posture toward Jesus is that of an open book. 

He is eager to learn from Jesus all he can glean. In this week’s 

text, he wants to know all about the nature of forgiveness and 

grace. 
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Artist Statement on Bulletin Cover Art 
   

"The Cover artwork is titled, “Seventy-seven Times” and it was created 

by Lauren Wright Pittman as part of the Sanctified Art Wandering 

Heart series. Lauren says, starting from the center of the mandala and 

moving outward, she attempts to visualize Jesus’ instructions in 

Matthew 18:15-22. She writes: “When I was drawing the figures from 

the center out, it began to look like a dance. Is this the picture that 

grace paints? Forgiveness cannot happen in isolation and certainly 

neither can reconciliation nor restoration. The movement toward 

wholeness is the movement toward one another.” When have you 

experienced or witnessed this “dance from isolation toward 

community, from brokenness toward wholeness, and from guilt and 

shame toward freedom”?              
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