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         Fourth Sunday of Lent                March 10, 2024 
               “I’m fixed upon it” 

WELCOME   Leigh Wisner 

 

THE LIFE & WORK OF THE CONGREGATION and THE RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP   

 

PRELUDE Prelude on “Aurelia” John S. Dixon  
 

  We  Gather   Around  The  Word, 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                      A Sanctified Art LLC 

          Kaylee Hilston  

One: On our worst days, 

All:  God is good. 

One:  On our best days, 

All:  God is good. 

One:  When life is consistent,  

All: God is good. 

One:  And when life turns on its head, 

All:  God is good. 

One: Day and night, Monday through Sunday, 

All: God is good. God is here. God is love.  Hold tight to that good news. 

Let us worship God! 
 
*HYMN #187 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us William Bradbury 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION    
  



 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)       

Holy God, We often find ourselves moving through a world that does not 

make sense. Like Peter, we want to yell out, “This should not happen!” We 

want to control scenarios beyond our reach. We want to hold your world in 

our hands. Forgive us for the moments when we lead with declarations 

instead of curiosity. Forgive us for arguing when we could listen. Forgive 

us for fixating on one truth, when we could open ourselves up to many. 

Soften our hard edges and teach us how to listen. With hope in our hearts 

we pray, amen. 

 

*TIME OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL CONFESSION 

 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS    

 

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

Leader:  Since God has opened his heart to us in Jesus Christ,  

 in Jesus Christ let us open our hearts to each other.   

 May the peace of God be with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 
 

Please greet other worshippers with the peace of God, 

 introduce yourself and offer personal greetings. 
 

*HYMN #475 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (v. 1) Robert Robinson 

 

to Hear God’s Word, 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION (unison)         Art Blackwood 
 

Listening God, If we could attach ourselves to you, we would. We would 

scribble your scripture onto our tender hearts. We would weave your good 

news into the fiber of our being. We would bind ourselves to you, but 

instead, we wander. Instead of attaching ourselves to you, we find 

ourselves swept up in the business of the day. Like a seesaw of faithfulness, 

we move back and forth, up and down, constantly trying to find you in the 

midst of it all. So, speak clearly to us now. Quiet the distractions long 

enough for us to affix ourselves to your good news. We are listening. We are 

hungry. We are hopeful. Amen. 

 

PSALM LESSON  Psalm 107: 1-3, 17-22 
 

ANTHEM Here is Love Dan Forrest 

 

Here is love, vast as the ocean, 

Loving kindness as the flood, 

When the Prince of life, our ransom, 

Shed for us His precious blood. 

 

Who His love will not remember? 

Who can cease to sing His praise? 

He can never be forgotten, 

Throughout heaven’s eternal days. 

 

On the mount of crucifixion, 

Fountains opened deep and wide; 

Through the floodgates of God’s mercy 

Flowed a vast and gracious tide. 

 

Grace and love, like mighty rivers, 

Poured incessant from above, 

Heaven’s peace and perfect justice 

Kissed a guilty world in love. 

 

Let me all Thy love accepting, 

Love Thee ever, all my days, 



 

 

Let me seek Thy kingdom only 

And my life be to Thy praise. 

 

Thou alone shalt be my glory, 

Nothing in the world I see. 

Thou hast cleansed and sanctified me. 

Thou thyself has set me free. Here is love. 

 

TIME FOR CHILDREN & PENNIES FOR HUNGER OFFERING   Kaylee Hilston 

Jesus Loves Me 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON   Matthew 16: 21-28 

 

SERMON  Leigh Wisner  
 

OFFERING OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 

 

OFFERTORY Lord, I Want to Be A Christian  Matthew H. Corl 

   

*DOXOLOGY #606          Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow   Thomas Ken 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS                    
 

Pat Bunge, Deborah Colbert, Tom Nelson, and Roxanne Wilson 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH OF THE CANDIDATES AND THE CONGREGATION 

  The Apostle’s Creed 

 

Leader:   Do you believe in God, the Father? 

People:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

Leader:      Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People:    I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he 

descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again; He 

ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the 

dead. 

Leader:      Do you believe in God the Holy Ghost? 

People:  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic** church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 

of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.         (**universal) 

 

SCRIPTURE AND PRAYER  Kaylee Hilston 
to Respond to the Word, 

 

WELCOME LITURGY FOR NEW MEMBERS  

People:  Reaffirming our own faith in Jesus the Christ, we gladly 

welcome you into this community of faith, enfolding you with 

our love and committing ourselves to your care. In the power 

of God’s spirit let us mutually encourage each other to trust 

God and strengthen one another to serve others, that Christ’s 

church may in all things stand faithful.  

 

Leader:  Let us the members of this congregation, express our welcome and 

affirm our mutual ministry in Christ. 

 People: We welcome you with joy in the common life of this 

church. We promise you our friendship and prayers as we 

share the hopes and labors of the church of Jesus Christ. By 

the power of the Holy Spirit may we continue to grow together 

in God’s knowledge and love and be witnesses of our Risen 

Savior. 



 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (…debts/debtors…)  

 

and to be Sent with the Word. 
 

 
*HYMN #643 Now Thank We All Our God Martin Rinkart 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*THE CHIMES   
Three chimes, for the Trinity:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

signal the end of our worship and call us forth into a new week of service. 

 

POSTLUDE  Fanfare in G John S. Dixon 

 
 

*Please stand as you are able.       
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In music, the fermata symbol represents a prolonged note or a pause. After 

learning Jesus would suffer and die, Peter rebukes Christ saying, “this must 

never happen to you” (Matt. 16:22). Jesus rebukes Peter right back, knowing 

he cannot yield on his journey of nonviolence and love. The fermata 

represents how Peter is fixed on how he wants things to go, but Jesus calls 

him to stop and get behind him. The symbol also looks like an empty tomb, 

which is foreshadowed in this story. 

http://www.clemmonspresbyterian.org/
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