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Believing, Belonging, Becoming and Branching Out 

December 2016—January 20, 2017 

Dear Friends, 

 Thanks for reading this newsletter and this letter. 

Advent is a season of preparing.  Advent means Coming.  As we light one more candle in worship 
each week, we are counting down the four weeks of Advent until we light the Christ Candle on Christmas 
Eve.  There is a build up and anticipation as we wait and watch together. 

Having never been a Mother, like Mary, I can’t really know “Waiting” like she did, and the journey 
to Bethlehem in her ninth month all of us can only imagine.  It is the sincere hope of the Worship Committee 
that you will wait and watch prayerfully with us during the season of Advent.  There are good devotional 
materials available in the Narthex and Atrium for individual and family use and 
online our denomination is helping provide at www.d365.org.  Their Advent 
series is called “Following the Star” and many people like the modern and at-
tractive set up and flow of d365.  Another option for every day, not necessarily 
Advent, is at the App Store or Google Play, and I can recommend it – “Daily 
Prayer PC(USA)”  There are many prayer apps but this one is dark red with a 
gold Celtic cross. 

 
 We have had two quality presentations on Wednesday nights this past month.  Jennifer Ring report-
ed on the Racism conference at Montreat and World Relief in High Point reported on what they are doing to 
help resettle refugees from around the world right here in Forsyth and Guilford counties.  If you think you 
might be interested in working on helpful church responses to either of these, please speak with a Session 
member or Pastor. 

 I am encouraged by some of the early and preliminary reports from the 
Stewardship campaign about the number of folks who have increased their giving 
commitments for 2017.  This will be the first year in a long time when we have a full 
staff and full programming, including full mission activities and support.  Your full 
and increased financial commitments make this possible.  Would you please com-
plete the online or on paper 2017 Time and Talent Survey.  In what areas of the life 
of CPC would you like to get more information about serving?  This year’s T&T is 
not a commitment to DO something, but an expression of interest so an elder or 
another member can contact you and give you more information to help you decide. 

 We are in an important season and your participation and commitment is vital to the work of Christ’s 
Church here and the coming Kingdom everywhere. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

Bill Hoyle 
Pastor 
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Wednesday Night Christian Education Opportunities  

 

Connecting Women Ministry  

 Wednesday Shorts  
 

“Names for the Messiah” 
Advent Study (Wednesdays November 30-December 21, 6:15- 7 p.m.) 
Bill Hoyle leads this study by Walter Brueggeman 

 
In Isaiah 9:6, a divine utterance is given to us using four royal titles-Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. Names for the Messiah ponders each 
royal designation and how the people understood it then, how Jesus did or did not fulfill 
the title, and how Christians interpret Jesus as representative of that title.  Christians have 
claimed from the beginning that Jesus was the Messiah foretold in the Old Testament. In 
this study, best-selling author Walter Brueggemann tackles the questions: "What were 
these expectations?" and "Did Jesus fulfill them?".  $8—pre-register on-line by going to 
CPC website. 
 

Wednesday Night Adult Studies 
 
“A Clear View of Jesus’ Birth” by Ken Bailey will be the topic of study for the Wednesday 
Bible Study class during Advent.  Burl Shore will lead the discussion of this wonderful vid-
eo series which explains the cultural context of the biblical accounts of Jesus’ birth. You’ll 
never see it the same way again after this revealing study.  6:15-7 p.m. in room 206 begin-
ning Nov. 30. 

The Connecting Women Christmas Banquet is on Monday, December 
5th at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.   

Our own resident Chef, Ms. Cathy Teller, will create a lovely meal for us.   

The admission fee is only $15 per person and there will be Christmas enter-
tainment by ELVIS, so bring your mother, daughter, aunt, cousin or friend for 
a great kick off to the holidays.  Sign up in the Atrium or on the church web-
site.  

For those who need it child care is available with a reservation. 

Save the Date . . . Vacation Bible School  

July 17th—20th 2017 
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Children’s Christmas Pageant and Program  

Sunday, December 18th at 4:30pm  followed by a Pasta Dinner. The evening will feature our  
Children’s and Youth Choirs. The children of the church will enact the Christmas Story. Bring a  
flashlight to help create the “starry night”. 

 

Sign up on the church website by December 4th to play a role. Preschool—elementary age  chil-
dren, most parts are non-speaking. Please indicate your first two choices (angels, speaking angel, 
shepherd, Wise Ones, Mary and Joseph). Rehearsal is on Sunday, December 11th at 9:30 a.m. 

Children’s Christmas Musical 
Join the CPC Children’s Choir for the INCREDIBLE, GIGANTIC, HUMONGOUS 
VeggieTales Christmas Show on Wednesday, December 14th at 6:45 PM in the 
Sanctuary! 

Come join us as the CPC Children’s Choir makes plans to put on “Christmas Show” with 
the help of Bob, Larry, Archibald, Junior, and more while discovering the true meaning 
of Christmas! All are welcome! Invite friends and family! 

Please contact Shannon Spencer if you have any questions! skspencer1@gmail.com 

 Please remember to clearly designate what your check is for on your offering envelope or check memo line, so your 
contribution can be properly recorded.  If you have any questions, please contact Mike Lyons – Moderator or any 
member of the Finance Committee. As a reminder, if you donate stock to the church, please contact Mike Lyons or 
Inessa Sarkisov and indicate the stock transaction details and how the funds should be distributed (eg. 50% to Annual 
Pledge and 50% to Building Fund). 

2016 Financial Report 

Opera ng Fund October YTD  2016 Ac‐
tual October YTD 2016 Budget October YTD 2015 Actu‐

al 
     Receipts $425,098 $480,645 $432,195 
     Expenses $488,925 $505,569 $430,411 
     Net (Loss) ($63,827) ($24,924) $1,784 

Building Fund       
     Receipts $206,984  $180,916 

December is sometimes “The Season of Giving” to CPC.  This year needs to be one of those years.  We lost a Sunday 
for Snow which is never fully made up in contributions, and some of the Summer months our giving slipped behind 
budgeted expectations.  If you can, please catch up your 2016 Pledge this month, and if you are able and willing could 
you make a little extra gift to help cover those who can’t complete their pledge due to illness, death, job loss or other 
challenge.  
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A Note From Patrick McElwaine  
'Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue set free, and he began to speak, praising God.  All the neighbors were filled with 
awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were talking about all these things.  Everyone who heard this wondered about 
it, asking, "What then is this child going to be?” For the Lord’s hand was with him.'  Luke 1:64-66, NIV 

I lost my voice recently. Like many others around town, I caught a case of "the 
crud" and was barely able to speak for several days. Though my voice dropped an 
octave and I could do a pretty good "movie trailer guy" impersonation without try-
ing too hard, it was frustrating that raspy whispers had largely replaced my 
"normal" voice. I didn't realize how important my voice was until it was gone. 

Before long antibiotics helped me beat back the crud, my voice returned, and I was 
feeling better. But, this experience of being without a voice got me to thinking 
about John the Baptist's father, Zechariah. In the opening chapter of Luke, the an-
gel Gabriel visits Zechariah to share news of his wife, Elizabeth's, pregnancy. Zech-
ariah is in disbelief and Gabriel strikes him temporarily mute for his lack of faith-
fulness that through God this unlikely child could exist. The child grew and Zechariah was unable to speak. The ex-
citement of parenthood with Elizabeth grew and Zechariah was unable to speak. Perhaps he didn't realize how im-
portant his voice was until it was gone. 

Zechariah watched and waited and hoped - and, as we see in the verses above, the moment he regained his voice, Zecha-
riah began "praising God." After months of silent expectation, Zechariah bursts forth in praise and shares the good 
news with his neighbors. 

As the Advent and Christmas seasons draw near, this Gospel text encourages us to ask: how are we as a community 
using our voices?  In this time of anticipation and preparation, how are we inviting the world to meet God incarnate 
again in the manger? 

As Jesus’ followers, we have hope-filled, awe-inspiring, world-changing Good News to share. Not everyone has a voice 
- may we use ours to share peace and proclaim God's grace. 

CPC Welcomes New Member 
The sweet, young family that sits front and center at the Sunday morning 10:45 
service belongs to our newest member, BEN HAGAN, and his wife Ritu. Origi-
nally from Pittsburgh, PA, Ben attended Purdue University where he majored 
in mechanical engineering.  He began his career in Hartford, Connecticut where 
he met Ritu at his, and her, first job out of college.  He has since earned his 
MBA from the University of Hartford and is a patented inventor.  Ben and Ritu 
moved to the Clemmons area just over a year ago to be closer to family.  Ben’s 
mother, Debbie Hagan, is a member of the church and the reason Ben decided 
to attend our services.  The rest is history. . . 

Ben currently works at B/E Aerospace as an engineer certifying aircraft seats.   
In his spare time, Ben enjoys playing golf and woodworking.  He is eager to 
become more involved in the church and hopes to volunteer for Habitat for Hu-
manity.  Ben and Ritu have two beautiful children Amaya, 4, and Jay, 2.  Please 
welcome Ben and his family as they begin their journey with us. 
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Ministry Highlights 

 

The Ruth Circle will meet on Tuesday, December 20, at 10 A.M. in the parlor.  Please re-
member your penny for Least Coin; your offering for clean water; bags for the Food Pantry; and 
cards for the card ministry.  Kathy Harrold will lead us in a discussion of lesson 4, "According 
to John".  Immediately after the meeting, the circle will have lunch together at Milner Brothers 
Restaurant   (2391 Lewisville-Clemmons Rd.). 

The January Circle meeting will be on the 17th, at 10 A.M. in the parlor.  Sheila Berger will serve as hostess and 
Bobbie Calgaro will lead a discussion on lesson 5, "According to Paul". 

If anyone would like to join this group, or visit with this group, please call Frankie Muse at 336-766-9950 for more 
information. 

Men's Breakfast is December 10th and January 14th. Both are at 8 am at Clemmons 
Kitchen.  All men of CPC are welcome. Come meet some good guys and enjoy good food and 
fellowship.  If you have any questions please contact Bob Maclin, 336 - 794-5399 or 
bbmac40471@gmail.com. 

The Christmas meeting of Empty Nesters will be held on Thursday, December 8th at 6 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall at CPC. The meal will be covered dish and will be followed by the singing of 
some favorite Christmas carols. Come join us for a festive time and some good fellowship. As al-
ways, please contact Beth Maclin at bmaclin47@gmail.com or 336-794-5399 if you plan to attend. 
Hope to see you there! 

SAVE THE DATE of Thursday, January 12th when the Empty Nesters will meet at 6 pm at 
Captain's Galley in Advance (I-40 at Hwy 801).  

A Caroling We Will Go... 

Families, youth, choir members, non-choir members, one and all, please join 
us for dinner on Wonderful Wednesday, December 21 at 5:30 followed by 
caroling at our neighborhood assisted living homes Trinity Elms, Re-
gency Care, and The Crest.  

We leave for caroling around 6:15 and return to church at 6:45 to enjoy hot 
cocoa and dessert!  

Ministry Highlights 

Join the very open and welcoming CPC Lunch Bunch for lunch on Thursday, December 
1st at 12 pm at Venezia Italian Restaurant in Advance.  It is a great time for fellowship 
and eating with friends.  If you have any questions please contact Willie Garvin or Nancy 
Terry.  
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Personnel Committee  

Stewardship  
Thank you to all who have pledged to this year’s stewardship campaign. Your efforts and prayers are appreciated.  We 
are waiting for a few more cards before the Session’s Budget Committee, Mike Lyons – Moderator, can begin work on our 
2017 plan of ministry.  We look forward to continuing the mission of the church in 2017.  

Please join the Personnel Committee in wishing a Happy Birthday to Rachel Moss, Bill 
Hoyle, Carolyn Brown, and Inessa Sarkisov this month. 

May your special day be...Surrounded with happiness, Filled with laughter, Wrapped 
with pleasure, Blessed with love, Remembered with joy, ...and Enriched with hopes. 

Happy Birthday! 

Clemmons Presbyterian Prayers  
CPC Members to Remember in Your Prayers 
Jeannine and Bill Caldwell, Martha Artz, Jane Keyser,            
Jan Sparrow,  Ralph Cornwell, Charlie and Starr Braswell,  
Ann Courtenay, Carla Harker, Byron Hill, Martha Jones,  
Arlene Louis, and Jan Royer. 
  
Relatives & Friends: 
Adam Figel   (Judy and Steve Figel's son) 
Karol Glick   (Kim Weber's sister) 
Mike Easter   (Chapman family) 
Greg Easter   (Chapman family) 
Cindy Collins   (Mark and Leigh Ann Smith) 
Lee Maness   (Leigh Ann Smith's father) 
Barbara Cooper   (Pat Gregory's step mother) 
Judy Toney   (Susan Allred) 
Linda Prospero   (Pat Boger) 
Elaine and Mike Allred   (Susan Allred's sister in law) 
Ray Merritt, Sr.   (Boger family) 
Lori Duckworth   (Tom King) 
Pam Padgett   (Geyer family) 
Blake Johnson   (Fred Baker) 
Kent Wold   (Bruce Wold's father) 
Don Hall   (Charlie Kausch) 
Nancy Harvel   (Charlie Kausch) 
Tom Williams   (Charlie Kausch's brother) 
David Townsend   (Christy Sherman's father) 
Johnathan Packs   (Tracey Martin) 
Katie Ross   (Scott Sheldon) 
Lisa Hutcheson   (Christy Sherman's sister) 
Timothy Shackelton   (Tracey Martin) 
Family of Amanda Patty   (Tracey Martin) 
Jan Gardner   (Jenny McCoy's mother) 
Gail Doby   (Leigh Mueller's mother) 
Geraldine Cecil   (Susan Cain's mother) 
Christel Ingle   (Nanita Heasley's godchild) 

Ellen Binkley   (Edith Sciortino) 
Judy Hockaday   (Kloha Family) 
Betty Raleigh   (Shelby Clark) 
Romaine Krakowski   (Shelby Clark's aunt) 
Robert Main   (Eaton family) 
Linda Banks   (Cherie Hardy) 
Steve Wagner   (Sheila Maurer's brother in law) 
Jason Hartsfield   (Hartsfield family) 
Mark Smith's father    (Smith family) 
Millie and Carl Cooper   (Allred family) 
Frances Popham    (George Evans’ Aunt) 
Don and Marilyn Brown   (Gail Sharpe’s High School Friend) 
George Latham (Patricia Leftwich) 
Kim Weber’s father  
Delores Baker (Winn Muse’s sister) 
Wyatt Butler (Robin Allison’s friend) 
Patti Starnes  
 
Special Prayer Concerns:  
Peace, all military service people & their families, Salem Presby-
tery Hispanic Mission, CPC members seeking jobs, Rev. John 
McCall (News from Rev. McCall, the PCUSA mission worker 
CPC helps support in Taiwan, is on our website), Kelly Norris 
(YAV). 
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December Birthdays  
1 Larry Gregory 
2 Margaret Hubbard 
3 Fred Baker 
4 Betty Rogers 
 Lavinia Evans 
 Tom Sheehan  
6 Gail Sellers 
 Patricia Leftwich 
 Gary Andersen 
 Alyssa Brown 
 Haylee Moffet 
 Roberto Ringer 
7 Mindie Russell 
 Bill Hoyle 
 Carina Cloete 
 Ivy Barkley 
8 Roger Squier 
9 Jeff Rinehart 
10 Nanita Heasley 

11 Alexis Ingraham 
12 Ann Boyer 
 Detlef Badorrek 
13 Tanner Bost 
14 Glenda Vaughn 
15 Carolyn Brown  
 Kevin Taylor 
17 Ann Courtenay 
 Ulysee Roope 
18 Robert Kisel 
 Nadia Gregory 
 Isabella Rinehart 
19 Betty Lawther 
 Travis Milam 
 Ruby McConnell 
20 Nancy Stone 
 Susan Allred  
21 Steve Lowder 
 Jenny McPherson 

24 Carol Helms 
 Kelly Norris 
25 John Herrmann 
26 Inessa Sarkisov 
 Kasey Williford 
 Molly Jones 
27 Penni Letner 
 Doreen Bohanon 
 Erica Chatham 
 Sydney Shofner 
28 Dot Hutchens 
 Mark Archambault 
 Matthew Sarkisov 
29 Michael McCoy 
30 Eve Shaw 
 Paul Gregory 
31 Cynthia Shutt 
 Karen Manikas 
 Glen Hubbard 

January 1st — 20th Birthdays  
3 Leah Hinshaw 
4 Felicia Hoyle 
 Alison Cosgrove 
5 Amanda Juhasz 
 Christopher Sheehan 
 Ben Tedder  
6 Kerry Mowery 
7 Sarah Perkins 
8 Matthew Clark 
9 Rachael Weber 
10 Frankie Muse 
 Melinda Wilson 
 
 

11 Connor Humphrey 
 Chloe Schram 
12 Donna Mowery 
 Sherry Xiao 
 Lisa Zacharias 
 Caitlin Darr 
13 Andy Dinkins 
 Al Russell 
 Jodi Barkley 
14 Allyson McElwaine 
16 Jackie Milam  
 
 
 

18 Nancy Brame 
 Leighton McGill 
 Cecilia Marshall 
 Penny Welty 
 Lisa Humphrey 
 Micah Sherman 
19 Cynthia Nance 
 Ike Albright 
 Tom Sluder 
 Mitchell Brown 
 Scott Schram 
20 Ben Hurdle 
  

Blue Christmas/Preparing for the Longest Night 
 

Blue? Yes, as in "I am feeling blue." Not everyone is cheery for the Christmas holidays. Dealing with the death of a 
loved one, facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with a disease that puts a ques-
tion mark over the future, and a number of other human situations make joviality painful for many people who are 
blue at Christmas.  With readings, songs and a short message we will worship in a reflective mood, accepting where 
we really are, and holding out healing and hope.  Join us on Tuesday, December 20 at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary.  
 

You are welcome to bring a friend who might appreciate this service. 



8  



9  

December through January 20th Events 
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Thank you to all those who gave blood at the blood drive held on Thursday, November 10th.  
It was a HUGE success.  We once again surpassed our goal of 45 units by collecting 47 lifesaving 
pints.  And thank you to all who donated baked goods and beverages  for our post-donation canteen 
area. 

 Our next drive will be Thursday, January 12, 2017. The appointment signup sheet is on the bulle-
tin board outside the choir room. If you would like to help with future blood drives or want to know 
more information about them, please contact Sam Boger at (336) 998-4940 or email 
sboger@roadrunner.com.   

Angel Tree 
Thank you to everyone who has helped with the Angel Tree project this 
year.  Gail Sellers has done a great job creating and coordinating all the  
angels and gifts for Children’s Home Alliance (formerly Grandfather Home 
for Children) and Big Brothers/Big Sisters.  Thank you too for having all 
the gifts back in the atrium on Sunday December 11. 

 

 

Special Offerings  
December is marked with two special offerings.  First comes the PC
(USA) Joy Offering on Sunday December 11.  The Joy Offering is desig-
nated to help fund and support some of the racial/ethnic schools in our 
denomination and racial/ethnic leadership training as well as providing 
assistance to retired ministers in the denominational pension plan 
whose income is below their needs. 

 

Christmas Eve Offering 
This year the Mission Committee and Session is designating the Christmas Eve offering to the Medical Benevolence 
Foundation of the Presbyterian Church, specifically for the Women’s and Children’s Hospital in Haiti.  The Hospital 
was almost destroyed by Hurricane Matthew and needs a new roof and other repairs.  Giving through the MBF that 
has been in Haiti for many years is much more secure than many Haitian charity efforts. 

Missions at CPC 

Blood Drive 
Pre-Hurricane Matthew  Post Hurricane Matthew  Post Hurricane Matthew  
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Thank you ….  
Dear Clemmons Presbyterian Church Family—Your kindness and sympathy will always be remembered by the family 
of Janet Gerlinger. Amidst the sorrow of our loss we draw strength from your thoughtfulness. With sincere thanks, 
Janet’s Family. 

"What is it that draws us all to the Christmas story?  Even unbelievers are touched by its power.  Everyone wants to 
experience the excitement of the angel's prophecies.  We all want to touch the baby's cheek and feel the warmth of the 
mother's love for her child.  The account of angels in the sky captures our imagination.  We are intrigued by the 
thought that there could possibly be "peace on earth, goodwill to men." 

 

As believers, we know that the Christmas narrative is more than a story.  We see God in the baby's eyes.  We hear 
heaven's glory in the angels’ voices.  And when we consider how God reached down to earth in this holy visitation, we 
are inspired to worship with gratitude and praise. 

 

The world chases after the warmth, the joy and love that is known as the Christmas spirit.  However, it is the Holy 
Spirit that brings hope in the depth of despair; strength in the trough of exhaustion; and life in the midst of death. 

 

Let us join now together with Luke as we bring to life his account of this ultimate story of love.  As you share this 
work with others, I pray that the Holy Spirit of Christmas will be upon you.  May you rediscover the story's power 
and embody the miracle that happened. 

 

I hope that you can join us on Sunday, December 18th at either the 8:30 AM service or the 10:45 AM service to hear 
this beautiful Christmas story.  Our choir will be accompanied by talented instrumentalists, and we will be featuring 
Debbie Hagan, Sarah Blizard, and Art Blackwood as soloists. 

 

As Christmas draws near, please be thinking about our two Christmas Eve services.  We have a wonderful tradition in 
this church that features many of our talented members during the beginning of each service.  Please let Brittany 
know if you would be interested in singing or playing a piece for either service this year.   

 

Looking forward to a musically fulfilling Christmas season! 

Music Ministry  

A Great Big "Thank You" for a great Trunk or Treat / Auto Show.  We welcomed a lot of people both young and old 
to our church for a fun filled time.  Thank you to the GOOTH for running the games and helping in so many other 
ways, and to all who participated in cooking and serving up the delicious BBQ and hot dogs. Thank you for so many 
greatly decorated trunks, and for all who worked on organizing the Auto Show.  A lot of effort went into this event 
and we reaped the reward of sharing our church life with so many, many people from our community!  

Youth Handbells will be accepting new members into the group.  They practice in the 
handbell room in the sanctuary from 6:15-7:00 on Wednesday nights.    
Interested in joining?  Contact Charlie at cwkausch@lycos.com.  
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Get your newsletter by email by calling 
the church office.   

Like us on Facebook for up to date 
information on events.  
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Christmas Worship Services 
Christmas Eve 

 5:00 pm   Family Service  

 7:30 pm  Traditional Christmas Eve Service  

Christmas Day  

 10:00 am  Christmas Worship Service (No Sunday School) 

New Year’s  Day 

 10:00 am  One Big Service (No Sunday School) 

 


